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GAY MARRIAGE BILL VOTED DOWN IN NY SENATE
Gov. David Paterson pledged to keep fighting for same-sex marriage in New York after the state Senate on Wednesday killed a bill that would have legalized the practice.

The bill had Paterson's support and had passed the state Assembly. Supporters predicted a close vote going into Wednesday's Senate debate. But eight of Paterson's fellow Democrats, including two members of the Senate leadership, joined a unanimous Republican caucus on the 38-24 vote.

In a statement issued Wednesday afternoon, Paterson said, "It is always darkest before the dawn.

Supporters promised to bring back the bill for "as many do-overs as is necessary to get us home," as Majority Leader Pedro Espada put it before the vote.

"There's never a good time for civil rights. There's never, ever, ever, ever a good time for civil rights. I know. I get that," said Sen. Tom Duane, a Manhattan Democrat who was the chamber's first openly gay member. "But the paradox is, it's always the time to be on the right side of history."
(Story Continues, See Page D2)
(OOC Source: CNN)
BRONX BUTCHER RETURNS?
A bizarre and disturbing double homicide in the south Bronx has led to speculation among residents and the media alike, calling to mind the Bronx Butcher murders of late 2007.

Adrian Johnson , 32, and his wife Latoya Johnson, 29, were brutally murdered in their apartment early this week.  Their son Rafael, 8, was injured in the attack but is in stable condition.

The NYPD addressed the press on Thursday and confirmed the grisly rumor that the bodies appeared to have been bitten repeatedly.  Rafael also sustained several bite wounds, though none were severe or a source of major harm.

Rafael was thoroughly traumatized by the incident and has been unable to provide many details to the police, though they hope that his recovery will enable the boys in blue to catch the criminal who murdered his parents.  The eight-year-old remains in the hospital at this time.

This tragic crime seems strangely similar to the Lunez case of September 2007, in which Margarita Lunez and her two young children were slain.  Police officials ignored 911 calls from the Lunez residence immediately before and during the attack, leading to a major scandal and cries of foul play.  Media outlets dubbed the Lunez family’s killer the “Bronx Butcher,” a nickname that the NYPD has since adopted.

If you have information regarding the deaths of Adrian and Latoya Johnson or witness any suspicious activity in your neighborhood, please call the NYPD’s anonymous information line at 212-555-2432.
(Story Continues, See Page B1)
FOUL PLAY SUSPECTED IN WYCKOFF HOUSE BURNING
Police are finally releasing information that they have reason to suspect that the burning of the historical Wyckoff house two weeks ago was connected with a violent crime: it would seem the rumors were true.  

The NYPD confirmed that there was residual blood spatter and signs of gunfire found in the remnants of the building still standing after the fire. 

The house, located in Brooklyn and owned by the City of New York’s Department of Parks and Recreation and administered by the Historic House Trust, will most likely not be allowed to be renovated and rebuilt until all the evidence available from the remnants is collected. This also means that the house and the area surrounding it are completely off-limits to anyone other than authorized NYPD officers, investigators, and forensic scientists.

Currently, however, the NYPD is stumped as to who is responsible for the violent crime that seemed to occur inside the house before it was burned down (likely by the same person or persons). There are no suspects and the general lack of information as to the involved parties has lead to the NYPD setting up an information line for anyone to call who has any information about these crimes: 212-555-2431.

“Obviously somebody was hurt here. It’s our job to discover who and why” stated Police Detective Allison Banks during a press conference on Wednesday.
(Story Continues, See Page B3)
AGENT ATTACKED BY CANE-WIELDING OCTOGENARIAN
Adelbert Simons, 87, attacked Federal Agent Thomas Levi-Smith with a metal cane last Saturday, after the elderly man saw the agent surveying his Brooklyn home.

According to a press release issued this week, Mr. Simons’ house was not actually a point of federal interest.  An FBI spokesman stated that the agency “apologizes for acting on bad information – although we obviously cannot condone the assault of one of our own.”

Mr. Simons has been taken into police custody and faces charges of assault against a federal officer.  He has declined to comment to the press at this time.

Levi-Smith was treated for minor injuries from the caning.

Mr. Simons’ neighbors seemed less than shocked at the events.  One told the Dirge, “I totally saw this coming. Grumpy old man like that? Dangerous.  Dangerous business, lettin’ folks so old stay outta homes.”
(Story Continues, See Page C3)
BODY PARTS SOLD TO KEBAB STAND
Russian police have arrested three homeless people suspected of eating a 25-year-old man they had butchered and selling other bits of the corpse to a local kebab house.

Suspicions were raised when dismembered parts of a human body were found near a bus stop in the outskirts of the Russian city of Perm, 720 miles east of Moscow.

Three homeless men with previous criminal records have been arrested on suspicion of setting upon a foe with knives and a hammer before chopping up his corpse to eat, local investigators said in a statement.

"After carrying out the crime, the corpse was divided up: part was eaten and part was also sold to a kiosk selling kebabs and pies," the prosecutor's main investigative unit for the Perm region said.

It was not immediately clear from the statement if any of the corpse had been sold to customers.
(Story Continues, See Page C1)

(OOC Source: Reuters)
Horoscopes
ARIES (March 21 - April 19): The world operates in funny ways.  Sometimes you find what you seek the exact moment you’ve stopped looking for it.
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Remember that there are truths of the world you do not yet understand, and take comfort in them.  Things aren’t always what they seem.
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): You have a good and simple heart.  Don’t let it get entangled in the snares of interpersonal drama and individual deceit.  Trust your instincts.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): You aren’t out of the woods yet.  Somebody close to you will prove less than substantial in the days to come.  Sometimes it’s best to let go.
LEO (July 23 - Aug 22): You often feel the need to be the star of the show in some way.  Learn to think outside of yourself.
VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): The way you see the world isn’t going to mesh well with those around you sometimes.  Don’t let this stop you from talking about the truths you see.
LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): Danger surrounds you as Mars ascends!  Keep your head down, lest it get bitten off!
SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): You’re about to face a test as to what actually comprises your personal beliefs.  Don’t be afraid to understand yourself better.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 - Dec 21): Sometimes it’s easy to overlook the forest for the trees.  Concentrate on the big picture and see what you’re missing.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): Nonchalance suits you in a lot of situations, but be careful of seeming too removed from others.  Avoid salads.
AQUARIUS (Jan 20 - Feb 18): You’ll find that all the stars you want to reach for will someday be in your grasp.  Be patient in waiting to catch them.
PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): You’re in a stable and safe place right now, and may be reluctant to prove too adventuresome, for fear of losing that security.  Don’t let yourself become stuck in a rut.
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