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NYC BUSKERS: “STOP TRYING TO HELP US!”
Recent police and civilian efforts to get the homeless of New York off the streets have been less than helpful, according to many of the city’s street entertainers.

Larry Berg, a self-described ‘graffitiste,’ commented on his unwelcome change of situation.  

“Man, I had these sweet digs, but then this officer totally grabbed me and my buddies and booted us out to the local homeless shelter. I'm not homeless, I'm a wanderer. You dig that? A wanderer. I totally lost a major chunk of my artwork because of it.”

Mr. Berg also complained that the NYPD’s street-clearing had forced him into unsavory living conditions, asking, “Do you know how hard it is, to be settled, and then booted out because some guy thinks he's doing a favor for you? Man, I chose this life. I don't want to hang out down at the local shelter, there's no privacy there. At least at the hang-out, we got to choose who we lived with.”

The homeless population has likewise been less than happy with the “Good Samaritan” outreach program.  Sandy Richardson, whose main source of income is playing guitar in central park, clarified her stance for the Daily Dirge.

“We get it, you know, there're shelters and places that'll feed us. We know that. It was nice at first, to know that the city was actually trying to help, now it's starting to feel patronizing. Maybe the city's trying to do the velvet glove thing? Trying to clean up the city while still looking like the good guys?”
(Story Continues, See Page C3) 
CARRINGTON HEIRESS  MISSING
By Whit Brokehouse
Miss Stephanie Carrington, daughter of Carrington Enterprises founder and CEO Edward Carrington, has been reported missing. 

The heiress to the fortune of Carington Enterprises, which includes the notable CSA Pharmaceuticals, Evergreen Importers, Greener Pastures Supermarkets and many others, was last seen attending a concert at Columbia University Tuesday night. 

Witnesses at the concert saw her in the company of a “dapper” young man, whom sources claim was her fiancé named Martin Batuler. Mr. Batuler, though refusing to comment, seems very shaken by her disappearance, as this reporter noted the timbre of his voice whilst conducting a phone interview. 

Mr. Carrington has been troubled as of late, reports a household insider, noting that he has been putting in even longer hours than normal at the office compared to his usual. Industry experts have mentioned that CSA Pharmaceuticals is long overdue for a new patent, but the company sales have been holding surprisingly steady in spite of this. 

A hotline has been set up for any information regarding the whereabouts of Miss Stephanie Carrington.  Please call 212-555-3917 with any and all information that may help with the ongoing NYPD investigation.
(Story Continues, See Page B2) 
FIRE AT COLUMBIA DESTROYS TWO CHEMISTRY LABS
A fire broke out early Wednesday evening in the Columbia University chemistry department.  No injuries have been reported at this time.

Two labs were partially destroyed in the blaze, bringing the estimated damage to $12.5 million.

Columbia University has not commented on the source of the fire, though foul play is suspected by many of its students.  

Eyewitness reports have informed us that a person was seen fleeing the area soon after the fire began.  Whether this was a malicious student prank or an accident is yet to be revealed.

Columbia custodial staff reported that the chemistry department had been locked up for the night and no experiments appeared to be in progress at the time.
(Story Continues, See Page B1) 
OLD THEATER’S NEW CHANCE AT A GREENER LIFE
After standing empty and abandoned for decades, the Blue Serenity Theater just off Broadway has been given a second chance by its enthusiastic new owner, Miss Olivia Kaster, who intends to redesign the theater to be environmentally friendly.

“My dream is to have a theater totally devoted to bringing the new green movement into the theatrical arts. It's happening in the fashion industry, why not in the theater? Look at Stomp. That is the ultimate expression of recycling.”

Miss Kaster claims that the theater will attempt to use only recycled materials in the creation of scenery and props.  Costuming will also, she says, be made greener.

“What’s the point of keeping half a million costumes in storage?  We’re going to pull apart those old pieces and give them new life.”

A former chemist for Beumont Perfumers, Miss Kaster is a relative newcomer to New York’s theatre community.  She quit her job when she grew tired of the “unnatural-ness” of the world around her.

“Here I was, creating some of the most exquisite scents in the world, but the company was charging people through the nose, so to speak. And none of it was natural. Even though they claimed it was. I was tired of perpetuating a lie.”
(Story Continues, See Page D2) 
PHILEMATOLOGY: THE SCIENCE OF KISSING
When your lips gently brush against the mouth of your beloved this Valentine's Day, it may feel magically romantic, or sloppily slobbery, or blissfully gentle, or perhaps too rough and toothy.

Regardless, the practice of kissing is nearly universal. It is practiced in at least 90 percent of cultures among sexual or romantic partners, experts say. Now, scientists are investigating the biological factors underlying that ubiquitous expression of love.

The science of kissing even has a name: philematology. Research on the subject was presented at the annual meeting of the American Academy for the Advancement of Science in Chicago on Friday.

"Kissing is not just kissing. It is a major escalation or de-escalation point in a powerful process of mate choice," said Helen Fisher, professor at Rutgers University and author of the book "Why Him, Why Her: Finding Real Love by Understanding Your Personality Type."

Research led by Wendy Hill, professor of neuroscience at Lafayette College, looked at how kissing affects the hormones oxytocin, related to social bonding, and cortisol, a measure of stress levels.
(Story Continues, See Page D4) 
(OOC Source: CNN)
Horoscopes
ARIES (March 21 - April 19): The tyrant dies and his rule is over, the martyr dies and his rule begins.
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Saturn ascendant in your sign is an omen of profound religious plight. Steer clear of Saturn dealers this week.
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): Nothing on Earth or in Heaven will be able to stop the nigh-unlimited seducing power of Gemini's five-gallon bottle of Drakkar Noir cologne.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): If you knew a Leo, and they're dead now, congratulations! Things are looking up for you.
LEO (July 23 - Aug 22): It's time to let bygones be bygones – by which I mean that unless ghosts are reading this, Leo should have a pleasant day.
VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): You can drag yourself out of the financial doldrums by investing in education. Teach the neighborhood kids to steal car stereos.
LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): Fire magics are strong in Libra this week. Carry a steel dog tag in one shoe to help rescue workers identify your charred and blasted corpse.
SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): Your hard work will pay off, as you've finally taught your friends to be good people. Sadly, they'll all die horribly, now that they're stripped of their basic survival instincts.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 - Dec 21): This would be a good time to borrow money from Aries. Just saying.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): You will be unable to shake the strange feeling that your employer's still-beating heart might be absolutely delicious if eaten under a full moon.
AQUARIUS (Jan 20 - Feb 18): A show of humility is in order after it is demonstrated that you cannot, in fact, stop a rapidly spinning drill bit with your lips.
PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): You know, the stars say all kinds of interesting things about you. I bet you'd like to know them, huh?
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