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BROOKLYN GANG WAR STILL QUIET
The gang war in Brooklyn continues this week, though fighting is still relatively subdued.  It seems increasingly unlikely that the conflict in Brooklyn will escalate to the scale of the recent chaos in Staten Island, though some New Yorkers doubt the credibility of this assessment.

“It’s just the calm before the storm,” commented a Queens resident as she left her apartment Tuesday afternoon.  “Before we know it, this’ll all blow up – they’re just gearing up for an attack, I know it.”

An NYPD officer who preferred to remain nameless had a more positive outlook on the situation.  “Stories spread.  It’s all just exaggeration, and I’m sure it’ll be over soon.  Brooklyn is safe, and our officers are doing all they can to keep it that way.”

Police have speculated that the conflict is a turf war between two groups calling themselves the Orphans and the Furies.

No casualties have been reported.
(Story Continues, See Page C1)
DEAD ANIMALS FOUND IN SEWERS
Sanitation workers found more animal bodies in the sewers below the metropolitan area this week, adding to last week’s abnormally high number of animal deaths.

The New York City sewers are home to a variety of animals and the occasional pet has been found dead in their labyrinthine tunnels, but authorities say that the current trend is very unusual, especially with respect to the large numbers of kittens found.

One Manhattan man registered his disgust, calling the deaths a “health hazard”.  “Next thing you know, we’re all going to be drinking contaminated water – it’s bad enough that there are rats down there, but now cats?  Repulsive.  Absolutely unacceptable.”

His neighbors, however, cared less about the health impacts than about their daughter’s reaction.  “She’s only six years old,” commented Margaret Farris, a 34-year-old mother of three.  “How do we tell her that Princess Pinky-Fairy-Toes died in a sewer?”
(Story Continues, See Page D3)
PFIZER INC. SPINS STUDY RESULTS
Experts reported Wednesday that Pfizer Inc. “spun” the results of a recent medical study that undermined the drugmaker’s campaign to expand sales of its Neurontin epilepsy treatment.

In documents filed in federal court in Boston, the experts, hired by plaintiffs suing the company for fraud, said that Pfizer had a “publication strategy” to suppress negative reports in medical journals while promoting “off-label” uses for Neurontin that were not approved by federal regulators, such as treating bipolar disorders.

“I observed extensive evidence of ‘reframing’ or ‘spin’ to make negative results appear positive,” Kay Dickersin, an epidemiology professor at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, wrote in a report.
(Story Continues, See Page D2)
STOCK MARKET CRASH CONTINUES
Stocks slumped Friday in volatile trade, with the Dow sliding 550 points as the credit market crisis intensified.

Although short-term lending showed some improvement from recent days, credit markets remained tight.  Treasury prices fell, the dollar fell against the euro, and oil, gas, and gold prices fell.

A key measure of investor fear hit an all-time high: The CBOE Volatility Index, or the VIX, hit 74 this afternoon.

Stocks have plunged despite a series of efforts on the part of the government to unfreeze the credit markets and get money flowing through the system again.
(Story Continues, See Page C2)
CANDIDATES TURN TO NEGATIVITY
With less than thirty days until the election, Senators Barack Obama and John McCain are stepping up their negative ads as they try to win over the narrowing margin of undecided voters.

Experts warn that going negative could repel independent voters, but Bruce Von Bergh, a professor of advertising at Michigan State University, said with the election so close and the stakes so high, campaigns tend to take a different turn.

“When you are down to crunch time and it’s win or lose, you throw niceties out the window,” said Von Bergh, who is an independent voter.
(Story Continues, See Page D1)
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Horoscopes
ARIES (March 21 - April 19): Do not tempt fate today – she still hasn’t forgiven you for last time.
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Good fortune is coming your way.  Don’t dodge.  
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): Do someone a favor, and you might be surprised what you get in return.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Your boss is your friend, as long as you’re getting your job done.
LEO (July 23- Aug 22): Stay away from Virgos this week.  They all have it in for you.  All of them.
VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): Was that really necessary?  Think first next time.
LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): The thing you’re waiting for will arrive sooner than you expect – be prepared.
SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): You won’t get anywhere in life if you don’t knock a few heads along the way.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 – Dec 21): Shame on you.  Didn’t your mother teach you any manners?
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): Wishing isn’t enough – reach for your dreams before they can escape.
AQUARIUS (Jan 20 – Feb 18): The clouds always gather before the storm.  Be sure to carry an umbrella this week.
PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): Be sure to check your breath before leaving the house today – you might run into your crush!
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Editor-in-Chief Eugene Christian Wright responds personally to your letters in our weekly feedback column.  Send all questions, thoughts, comments and concerns to feedback@dailydirge.org.

As a licensed astrologist and psychic, I find your horoscopes somewhat questionable.  By what process are these “predictions” determined, and why are they so specific?

- Sylvia Newton
Ms. Newton, with all due respect, has it occurred to you that our Staff Astrologist might just be very, very good? I don't have to be psychic to know professional competitiveness when I see it - but that's beside the point. If you want to read broad, sweeping, generic generalizations (that you should completely ignore) pick up a copy of The Times. If you, like so many others, want to read broad, sweeping, specific generalizations (which you should also completely ignore) my magic 8-Ball says "Signs Point to Dirge."
•
What’s the best restaurant you’ve been to in Manhattan?

- Mark Tyrone
Hands down, Ricardo's Steakhouse in Spanish Harlem. It's not every restaurant that'll accommodate a request for, (and this is a quote) "A big bucket of perfect steaks," and certainly not for a lowly journalist and his investors (who thankfully footed the bill). 

They do fine cooking just one steak, you don't have to get a bucket. But it's nice to know it's there if/when you need it.
•
Do you see yourself as more of a Superman or Batman figure - Clark Kent, mild-mannered reporter, saving the world as his super powered alter ego, or Bruce Wayne, rich philanthropist who fights crime and corruption through technology and intelligence?

- Hannah Monk
Well, I've never been accused of being rich or mild-mannered, so I'm going to turn this one over to my assistant Elijah White, as I presume he would more or less know what the hell he's talking about. 

White: Gene isn't really much like Kal-El or Mr. Wayne - Hal Jordan (the Silver Age Green Lantern) would be a better fit - the headstrong Maverick with an unshakable sense of right and wrong - or maybe Bucky Barnes, the New Captain America - a relative newcomer to a very big job, an everyman whose dedication to his cause carries him through sometimes insurmountable odds. He'd be Tony Stark (Iron Man) if he had any money. Or would ever call a girl back. (HINT: GENE I AM TIRED OF TAKING THESE MESSAGES) Okay, that should be enough to get me fired.
Well Hannah, I hope that you understood that. And Elijah? We're still enforcing the penalty on anybody typing the word 'Maverick' without quotation marks. Somebody owes me a bucket of steaks.
•
That’s all the space we’ve got for this issue – thanks for writing in, and please, keep ‘em coming!

Eugene Christian Wright

Editor In Chief
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