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Club Destroyed, Still Under Investigation
June 7, 2008
On a Friday night in late May, the Sebau, a nightclub in lower Manhattan was partially destroyed.  The causes are still under investigation by the NYPD, who responded quickly to the event but could not avert the ensuing panic.

Eyewitnesses at the scene gave contradicting accounts, but most agreed that some sort of explosion had occurred, leading to an electrical failure.       

“The lights all went out, y’know,” slurred one patron.  “Was a gas ‘splosion or sommat.”       

“I think it was a drug bust,” a young woman commented.  “So many cops so fast.”

(Story Continues, See Page D3)
Crackdown on NYC Corruption
July 13, 2008
When a group of small-time embezzlers were exposed in early June, nobody could have expected the ensuing crackdown on corruption in New York City.
“We’re protecting the city – we’re protecting ourselves,” one man said.         A citywide effort is underway to stamp out corrupt politicians and other individuals, though the search – referred to by some as a “witch hunt” – is moving slowly.
“These guys are skilled,” commented an official who preferred to remain nameless.  “They hide like rats.  Can’t hide forever, though – we’ll catch them at their source.”

(Story Continues, See Page D1)
Staten Island Calming Down
July 22, 2008
In a press conference Thursday morning, an NYPD spokesman announced that the violence in Staten Island is finally dying down.  After months of gang warfare, the streets are safe again.

Peace has been restored “at last,” said the spokesman.  When asked about the previous lull in gang activity, he stated that the NYPD has no official position on the matter at this time.

(Story Continues, See Page D4)
Trials of Lucasta Followers Begin
July 30, 2008
Trials began Tuesday for the Lucasta followers involved in April’s riots, which resulted in property damage and violence sure to carry heavy penalties. 

The Lucasta “cult,” as it is called by some officials, has been under investigation for months, but its widespread following and controversial beliefs have made the NYPD leery of pointing fingers at the wrong places. 

“The man himself, Lucasta, won’t come to trial,” commented one NYPD officer.  “So how do we know what’s up for real?  If you ask me, he’s the one should be arrested, for getting these people convinced of whatever it is they believe, and leading them into these senseless acts.” 

Some New Yorkers question whether Lucasta, the rallying point for vast groups across the metropolitan area, is even real. 

“They’re rallying around a hallucination.  They call him the ‘light-bringer,’ but so far, all he’s brought them is a lawsuit,” stated a worker at the New York Public Library.

(Story Continues, See Page B1)
BUSH’S OLYMPIC DIPLOMACY?
August 11, 2008
While playing the role of fan-in-chief, President Bush mixed diplomacy and sports as he wrapped up his trip to Asia on Monday.

When visiting Beijing, China, for the start of the Olympic Games, much of the president’s attention was focused on the intensifying conflict between Russia and Georgia.

Human rights advocates criticized Bush for going to China during the Olympics, saying the presidential visit rewarded a country that is often criticized for having a poor human rights record.

Of course, China happens to be the main rival for the United States in this summer’s Olympics. 

(Story Continues, See Page D2)
(OOC Source: CNN)
LARGE HADRON COLLIDER FIRES UP
September 10, 2008     
Scientists have hailed a successful switch-on for an enormous experiment which will recreate the conditions a few moments after the Big Bang.

They have now fired two beams of particles called protons around the 27km-long tunnel which houses the Large Hadron Collider (LHC).

The machine, located on the Swiss-French border, is designed to smash protons together with cataclysmic force.

It will, hopefully, answer the seemingly simple question: What is mass?
Scientists think the answer will involve a particle called the Higgs boson – dubbed the “God Particle.”  According to the theory, particles acquire their mass through interactions with an all-pervading field carried by the Higgs.

(Story Continues, See Page C3)
(OOC Source: BBC)
Horoscopes
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Dirge's horoscope column will not run today. 
(OOC: This paper is a reconstruction based on available materials. The editor could not find any records of the horoscopes originally printed for this game date.)
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