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Five people found dead Saturday morning of last week are presumed by police to have been the latest victims in a string of crimes somehow connected to Lucasta, the central figure of a variety of developing fringe religious groups.

Taxi driver Adbul Alizadeh was found dead in his cab in Harlem shortly after midnight.  Roger Donaldson was found about two blocks away.  Both of their throats appeared to have been slit from behind.

Tom Jackson, his wife Alexa, and their son Tom Jr. were found dead in the master bedroom of their Brooklyn apartment, located above Danny’s Books, a small bookstore.  Tom and Tom Jr. both had their throats slit from behind, and Alexa had been stabbed repeatedly in the chest.  Signs of a struggle were readily apparent at the scene.

The bookstore, owned by Danny Thompson, was trashed by the assailants; merchandise was strewn around the store, several windows had been smashed in, and the entire space was in disarray.  Thompson is a known follower of Lucasta, and leads a small discussion group driven by his religious ideology.
Police believe that two assailants, one male and one female, entered Mr. Alizadeh’s cab with Mr. Donaldson in Times Square, directing the taxi to Harlem.  Upon arrival, Mr. Donaldson was forced out of the cab and murdered, while Mr. Alizadeh was killed in the driver’s seat.  Some of Mr. Donaldson’s property, including Lucasta paraphernalia and other valuables, were stolen.  The dispatch box in the cab was damaged and the GPS device was disabled, though audio recorders were left intact.

The assailants then proceeded to Danny’s Books and forced entry into the rear of the shop and then the upstairs apartment.  A Neighborhood Watch leader who heard gunshots informed the NYPD of the ongoing incident, amidst a series of interrupted 911 calls placed from the apartment.

Some small valuables were taken from the apartment, but police do not believe this was the intent of the crime.

Investigators speculate that the killings may have been related to a feud between several Lucasta-centered fringe religious groups, which have clashed in the past, but never with so many casualties.  It is possible that these attacks were connected to the string of crimes on April 14, which included the sabotage of three Queens transformer stations, ritual suicides on the Hudson, and a riot in Central Park.

The NYPD advise that civilians continue to avoid involvement with the Lucasta religious groups, which are officially regarded as dangerous.

(Story Continues, See Page C3)
ACLU Suit:  Lucasta Study Groups Okay
The ACLU has filed suit on behalf of Polk High School sophomore Gregory Morbis, who is facing expulsion hearings as a result of his attempt to organize a Lucasta discussion group for his fellow students.  Several other students have now been suspended for their participation.“I’m glad they’ve been shut down,” said one concerned parent.  “The last thing we need is Lucasta in our schools.”

Morbis’s mother, however, was thankful for the suit.  “The decision of the school district to expel my son was absolutely unfair – Greg advocates non-violence, and self-defense only when there is no other choice.”An ACLU spokesman stated in a press conference Tuesday that the school system and the NYPD ought to be more worried about gang violence than small, peaceful discussion groups.
(Story Continues, See Page B2)
NYPD Patrols to Increase This Week
As the anniversaries of Devil’s Thursday and last year’s Lucasta sighting approach, the NYPD is preparing to increase patrols for much of the coming week.

Police officers will be focusing on the waterfront and Central Park, both of which have been the site of riots and other disturbances in the past.

An NYPD spokesman advised in a televised press conference Wednesday that residents should remain home or indoors on those evenings, and requested that they exercise extreme caution if travel is a necessity.“We want only to keep our city safe,” commented the spokesman, “And your cooperation will help us to ensure your continued protection from these vigilantes and terrorists.”Several major pundits, however, have begun to refer to New York as a “police state,” making troubling statements about the level of NYPD intervention in civilian affairs.

(Story Continues, See Page B1)
Good Samaritan is Finally Identified
The mysterious man who saved a young girl’s life Wednesday evening has finally been positively identified as Private Investigator Ash Gently.

When a piece of poorly secured construction equipment dislodged and fell from the top of her apartment building, the last thing that six-year-old Amanda Jenkins expected was to be saved from what seemed like certain death.

“I was going to be squished, and Mister Gently saved me,” she said, clinging tightly to her mother Abigail, a librarian at NYU.

According to eyewitnesses, Mr. Gently darted out of the crowd and pushed the young girl out of the way of the falling equipment, only to be pinned instead.  “It was like he came out of nowhere,” said one man who had been walking by at the time.

Amanda sustained a sprained ankle from her tumble.  Mr. Gently was rushed to Bellevue Hospital, where he remains unconscious.

(Story Continues, See Page D4)
Horoscopes
ARIES (March 21 - April 19): Don’t immediately mistrust new people in your life.  They may be there to help you.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Well, that certainly was a shock, wasn’t it?  Don’t worry though – you’ve still got this under control.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): Go on and knock some common sense into them.  It’ll do them good.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Keep your hands to yourself and try not to do anything…stupid.

LEO (July 23- Aug 22): Yes.  See a doctor about it.

VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): How odd – you’ve ruined it, haven’t you?  Maybe you’ll get another chance at something.  Or maybe not.

LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): Aren’t you a smart little cookie?  Well, don’t bask yet.  You’ve still got a ways to go.  Avoid salads.

SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): Be careful with that power you think you’re wielding.  Someday, it’ll come back and burn you.

SAGITTARIUS (Dec 22 - Jan 19): Do not touch anything.  You’ll just blow it up by accident.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): Keep your eyes wide open and ears plugged.  After that explosion goes off, collect the shards and try to put ‘em back together, and maybe you’ll get what you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan 20 - Feb 18): This is is – this is your week.  Hop to it, get your work done, and don’t touch the refrigerator.

PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): I would recommend not going near your mother-in-law.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Editor-in-Chief Eugene Christian Wright responds personally to your letters in our new weekly feedback column.  Send all questions, thoughts, comments and concerns to feedback@dailydirge.org. 

What’s your favorite article that the Daily Dirge has ever run?


- A long-time fan

 Wow, we not only have fans, but long-time fans! (That's got to count for something.) 

My personal favorite would be Michael Riedel's review of Legally Blond: The Musical. This is due less to the content, but rather the events surrounding the debut. During the intermission, the director asked Michael what he thought so far, and Mike being Mike, he responded with what can only be described as 'Hyper-Demeaning Eloquence'. At which point the director attempted to beat him to a bloody pulp! I've been fighting to protect Freedom Of The Press for most of my adult life, but until that night, I had done so metaphorically. I can honestly say that was the first time that I've gotten a headlock on a dance choreographer, and I hope it to be the last. 

Nevertheless, I did enjoy the show.
•
I am curious about your stance on the return of Lucasta. Your paper refers to his worshipers as followers of a "cult," a derogatory term to which many of them might object. Please clarify the situation - is the Daily Dirge anti-Lucasta?

- Dennis Montague

I understand your concern, Dennis. Webster defines 'cult' as:

Formal religious veneration; a system of religious beliefs and ritual; (also: its body of adherents) a: great devotion to a person, idea, object, movement, or work (as a film or book); b: the object of such devotion; c: a usually small group of people characterized by such devotion
While potentially inflammatory, I stand by the usage of the word thus far, as Lucasta's followers, such as they are, differ wildly on matters both practical and theological. After the incident that catalyzed the whole phenomena, I took it upon myself to interview as many different groups as I could in an attempt to paint a clear picture of who these groups are, and what they believe. Wading through the hyperbole, the mass hysteria, the people selling T-shirts, I was hard pressed to find any two individuals who agreed on much. In the words of various self-proclaimed prophets, Lucasta is apparently a God, an angel, a demon, the second coming of Christ, the last avatar of Vishnu, the reincarnation of the Buddha, the anti-Christ, the apotheosis of indigo energy in the Aquarian Age, and possibly Elvis. 

I also met some people who seemed genuinely distraught over all the attention. Some people felt that the message, (whatever it was) had been trampled. I even  remember a young man with a sign that read, “You are all lightbringers” - the only person who refused an interview. 
•
Which summer movies are you most excited to see?
- Elly Blair
Well Elly, I'm honestly more of a theater guy, myself. On the rare occasions when I have a free moment, I'd rather see something progressive off-off-Broadway. Having said that, my assistant Elijah is a pretty big superhero buff - so at his behest, I'll be seeing Iron Man, Batman, and Hulk this summer.

Maybe I'll see you there – I'll be the guy with no idea what's going on.
•
Well, that’s all the space we’ve got for this issue – thanks for writing in, and please, keep ‘em coming!

Eugene Christian Wright
Editor In Chief
The Daily Dirge
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