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Bromme Friedrich III Returns to Vontaug
Lindsay Malone
Early Thursday evening, this Daily Dirge reporter opened her door to find a Vontaug security team standing outside, with an offer she couldn’t refuse: an interview with Bromme Friedrich III, tonight. 

I and several other reporters from papers including the Times and the Post were driven to a Vontaug facility at an unknown location.  Our cell phones were confiscated and we were provided with note taking materials after being thoroughly searched.  As we soon found out, this was only the beginning of Vontaug’s new, improved security measures. 

Upon arrival at the facility, our eager group of reporters was buzzing with excitement.  Mr. Friedrich himself appeared to make a statement, confirming that he has in fact come out of retirement to help the company in the aftermath of the tragic 11/9 attacks.  He also stated that he would stay with Vontaug until its recovery had reached a stage at which he could retire once again. 

This address was followed by the release of additional information by spokesman Jonas Gladstone, after which this reporter had the incredible privilege of meeting with Mr. Friedrich for a brief one-on-one interview.
LM: What would you say about allegations that Vontaug has been exploiting the 11/9 attacks in order to gain sympathy from the public?
Friedrich:  Such allegations are immaterial in light of the current circumstances.  The company is striving to reach stunningly new frontiers even in the face of adversity.  The 11/9 attacks were executed with pernicious intent, but the assailants were unsuccessful, and Vontaug will rise above its momentary plight.
LM:  How exactly will your return to Vontaug help the company to recover?
Friedrich:  As a supplement to the already excellent leadership of the company, it is certain that by coming out of retirement, I will be more appropriately positioned to provide necessary guidance and advice, in addition to augmenting our ability to circumvent any future issues.
(Story Continues, See Page B1)
Vontaug Expansion Plan Revealed
At Thursday’s press conference with Vontaug, spokesman Jonas Gladstone unveiled Vontaug’s new, long-term plan for expansion and development.  This plan was intended to be discussed the night of the 11/9 attacks, though its ultimate revelation has been well worth the wait. 

Vontaug has recently finished a series of upgrades, and now ranks among the most modern manufacturing facilities in the world.  Its custom-made heavy equipment and various general-use widgets are known to be some of the best available.  The improvement is not stopping there, however; the company, said Gladstone, is planning to leverage its new capabilities to increase the degree of customization offered to clients, in both the manufacture of widgets and heavy equipment. 

Gladstone also discussed Vontaug’s newly created Advanced Materials Department (AMD), which has already made considerable progress in several areas.  These range from the creation of a new, stronger type of steel to the development of more efficient techniques to manufacture artificial diamonds.  Vontaug is also planning to begin marketing small robots, for use in site security.
(Story Continues, See Page D4)
Throat-Cutter Hernandez Dead
Police revealed this week that the body of Throat-Cutter Hernandez, a notorious drug dealer and ruthless murderer, was found in December, confirming rumors of his death late last year.  “We have suspected that Hernandez was dead for some time, though not until recently was any evidence found,” said an NYPD spokesman.

Prior to his death, Hernandez controlled most of the drug trade in Staten Island, in addition to his involvement in Brooklyn, thanks largely to a vicious power grab after last year’s “Battle of Coney Island” left the situation in Staten Island unstable.

Although he and his organization have been implicated in connection with multiple deaths, the police were never able to obtain enough evidence to indict him.

The NYPD speculates that one of Hernandez’s lieutenants may have orchestrated the killing in an attempt to secure a position as his successor, though this plan appears to have failed, as drug-related crime in Staten Island continues to rise due to the influence of various gangs and dealers vying for control.

No comments have been given regarding rumors that Hernandez was, in fact, a woman.
(Story Continues, See Page B2)
Horoscopes
ARIES (March 21 - April 19): Sometimes unthinking words and tiny missed steps have a world of consequences.
TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Fight not monsters lest a monster you become, and if you are a monster already... you might want to consider how you got there.
GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): You aren't going to be made comfortable today. It's somewhat your own fault this time.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
LEO (July 23- Aug 22): You are in for a world of hurt.
VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): There isn't much to say. Listen to your head for once and not your heart.
LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): As angry and hurt as you are, there's someone in your life hurting more deeply today. Reach out to them.
SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): You have no clue what's coming.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 - Dec 21): Avoid starchy foods like white rice, bread and potatoes today. Also, you're a bad person.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): Seize the day. It's passing quickly.
AQUARIUS (Jan 20 - Feb 18): There's something you think that you are missing. You're not.
PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): As Jesus said (or as Andrew Lloyd Webber would have him say), "to conquer death you only need to die."
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